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What is the Arab Spring?
Methodology
Questions Pursued in this Literature 
Review:
Is Islam antithetical to democracy?
If not, what explains the repressive 
policies of Islamic states?
What explains Islam’s prominent role in 
the society of MENA states?
632-661 CE
• Period of the Rightly Guided Caliphate
• Ruled by the four Caliphs directly proceeding the death of 
Muhammed
• Considered the period of governance that most accurately reflects 
Islam
• Included practices that could be considered democratic
• Shura-consent of the governed
• Iktalif-pluralism
• al-Huquq al-Shar’iyya-human rights
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PERIOD OF OTTOMAN AND EUROPEAN COLONIAL ISM: R ISE OF ISLAMISM 
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1960-2000s 
• Period of Post Colonialism
• Fragile states
• Islam as a societal system
• Suppression of Islamist Movements
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2010-2012 
ARAB  SPR ING PROTESTS
OVERTHREW SEVERAL  AUTHOR I TAR IAN  HEADS  OF  S TATE
ECONOMICAL LY  BASED
MUSL IM  POPULAT ION SUPPORT IVE  OF  DEMOCRACY  AS  A  
MEANS  TO  REMOVE  AN  UNPOPULAR  L EADER
CHAL L ENGED  EX I S T ING  POL I T ICAL  SC I ENCE  L I T E RATURE
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Post-Arab 
Spring
ISLAMIST  MOVEMENTS IN 
POWER THROUGHOUT AREA
TUNIS IA IS  THE ONLY FULL-
FLEDGED DEMOCRACY TO 
EMERGE FROM THE PROTESTS 
Why Tunisia?
Modernization
Secularization
Socialism
MTI
Economic Distres
Literature Questions
Is Islam antithetical to democracy?
If not, what explains the repressive policies of Islamic states?
What explains Islam’s prominent role in the society of MENA 
states?
Research Questions & Variables of 
Interest
1.) What factors led 
to the Arab Spring? 
01
2.) What factors led 
to Tunisia being the 
only democracy to 
result from the Arab 
Spring? 
02
3.) How should 
western states 
support 
democratization 
efforts in the Arab 
World? 
03 Variables of Interest:Levels of Rentierism
Islamism 
Economic Factors
Political Openness 
Modernization
Levels and Types of 
Democracy Assistance
Human Rights Protections
Questions?
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